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Born on October 151, 1901 in Jersey City, New lersey,
Norman Edward Weishord recened the B degree in
geology from Cormell University in 1923, and that year
becarme employed by Allantic Refining Company, a5 a
palecntologist and geclogist. He remained 9 years with
that cormpany, exploring oil felds in Venezuela, Méxion,
Colormbia, Guatemala and Cuba until 1932, During that
period, he continued his formal education, and in 1926
he received & MUA. degree from Comell University
[Mhaca, Mew York), in siratigraphy and paleantology
under Professor G.0. Harris, who had been working on
the geology of Trinidad Bland and British West indians,
during the 20°s.
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In 1932, he joined the Standard Oil Compary where he
was an exploration geclogisl assigned to the city of
Tartagal, northern Argenting. Two years after that, in
1934, he was translerred 1o the Standard-Vacuurn
Company s Senior Geologist in the Dutch East Indies,
where he exphored for ol in lava, Sumatra, Bormeo,
Papish and Mew Guinea wntil 1942 Later that year, after
the lapanese invasion of this region [lanuary-Barch,
1943) \Weishard was again transferred, this time to
Socony-Vacuum Company Veneiiels & Chiel Surface
Geologist, & position he held during 14 years, until his
retirement from the oil industry in 1957 (In 1955
Socony-Vacuum was renamed Socony  Mobil Ol
Company). An insightful and meticulows investigator,
Weishord's caresr dpanned 55 years and included 3E
papers an the systematics of a number of inveriebrate
Laxa.

THE VENETUELAM WORK

The Field trip to Falcdn

In 1923, ance in Venezvela working with the Atlantic
Refining Company, Weishord had the opporunity to
participate in & geclogical figld trip to the Falcdn state
area [MOODY 1906). The expedition started 18 July
1923 in Maracaibo and included the peologists JLE.
Branthy, A.H. Garner, and bwo gentlemen, Lurman and
Gray (no additional information about them). Several
sops were made by the group, along significant places
like: El Concejo, Maticora, Dabajura, Urumaca, Coro,
Jehito, Sabaneta, Taratara, La Puerta, Churiguara and
Topeye. Al these localities, many detailed geological
obiervations regarding the stratigraply, the structure
and paleontology, were recorded by the group. The trip
itinerary aka incleded ol feld stops &t Sun il
[Urumace well] and Standard Ol (La Vela well]. At mary
of these localities, diverse invertebrate lodsils were
wstematically collected, nated and nurmbered Tor later
analysis. I Brantly's Feld notebook, & leasi 432
collections of sarmples were recorded, and \Weisbord's
name was noted beside several of thoie collections,
probably for future geological age analysis. The field trip
finished most likely around 3 August 1923, and the
group retumed to Maracaibo (MOODY 1996).




The Devonian in Periji Mountains

Curirgg 1926, Weishord presented to the Graduale
School of Cormell University the work: “veneruelan
Devonian  Fossils™ in partial  (ulfillment of the
reguirernents for a Master of Ars degrese. He alio
published that work in the Bulletin of American
Paleontolology 11- (46), on December of the same pear.

Sorme years before, in the eardy pari of 1524, an
expedition by C. Yeakel, P. W, McFarland, and Ralph A
Liddle, traversed Rio Cachiri, located in  western
Veneruvela [Zulia state); from its mouth, westward into
the Perijd Range, almost to the source of its narth fork
[relerred in Sorme maps as Cafo del Morls] An
irmpartant number of fossils wene collected by Che
mentioned expedition, from the Eocens, Crelaceous,
and the "Dld Red series” |provisionally placed in the
Permian], and Irorm the Lower-Middle Devonian,

Because fhe knowledge of Paleonpic history in
porthwest Veneniels had been quite obscune &t that
tire and because the literature was nearly barren al
information eoncerning these alder deposits, Morman
Weishord envisioned the opportunity o provide a
comparatively mew Beld of investigation in Venezuela
for  Paleceoic  paleontology  and  sedimeniation.
Weishard stated that the Venezuelan Devonian series
were found in place, ssured by warious investigators,
and from a comrmunication with Ralph Liddle, wha
accompanied Mr. Yeakel, during the mentioned field
trig. Sorme of the fodsils were callected fram loats, and
sorne of the specimens were from the shale phases in
the sedimentary seried. A number ol the specimens
were in & lairly good state of presenvation Lo be studied.
In & gereral statement, Weishard said in his work that it
seerms reatonabile 1o assert that those fassils showed &
closest relationship o Upper-Lower and Lower-Middle
Dewonian species from the Dype localities of eastern
Unitesd Skates. In his published work, Wesbord thanked
). E. Brantly and C. R. Rider from his Company, the
Veneruelan Atlantic Refining, for their kindnesses in
lacilitating the shiprient of the fassils to him and for the
permission 0o use the material for his thess and fa
publish the previously mentioned artice.

In his 1926 publication, Weishord described for the first
tirme in these Devonian sefies: three new species aof
coelenterata [Anthomoa); two new speces of bryoeoa;
fileen species of Brachiopoda (nine of them new|; fouwr
species of pelecypoda (bwo new); bwo new species ol
pasteropoda and one trilobite. AU the end of his
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publication, Weishord stated: “The Venpezvelan fossils
have a Devonic expression unmistakable, though at
present it is somewhal premature, with the limited
number of forms we have studied. Considering the
fassils a5 a whale, however, and suming the
homageneity of the fauna despiles S oCCufrence in
somewhat vanying rock matrices, it would sesrm as if the
stratigraphic position of the beds ought o come
between the Oriskanian and Onondagan formations &
knawn Tram the type section in Mew York. The Corals,
Cyathephyllurn  veneruelerse  and  Diphyphyliven
vermetuin, exhibit resemblance to known lorms in the
riiddle Degonian beds of sastern United States”.

Weishord never forgat his love for the Devonian rocks
fram Perijd, and in 1967 he had the opportunity of
participating in ihe Intemational Symposiom of the
Devonian Systems in Canada. He published in that
sympasivm  “The Devonian  Systern  in \Western
Veneruela®, & synithesis of all his knowledge about the
Ria Cachiri Group. bn that work, be stated that the rocks
and fossils between Morth America and Périja in South
hmerica dufing mesodevonian times, were $o similar,
that the 2 continents had to be closer, and only a
nartow seaway separated both. That theory was finally
confirmed in  the 908, when more  advanced
paleomagnetic and bicstratigraphic data were available.

Twwn of thi newy Desordan species described by Whatsbhord in 1926 To
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vt codkboied droim Rig Cachini, Perip. Scike bar = 1 om. Sounce:
WEISEORD [1926].

The Tertiary and Recent, in Northern Venezuela

Between 1955 and 1956, the last 2 years of residence in
Veneruels and still working with Socory Mabil Oil
Company de Veneruels, Weishord spent @ number of
weskends mapping the geology of the Cabo Blanco
area, and in 1957 published a paper with the results of
the investigation: “Motes on the Geology of the Cabe



Blanod area”. His remarks were based on independent
field work, but as he siated, guided by the contributions
of his predecesons, especially those affiliated with the
Universidad Central de Veneruela, Cabo Blanoo was &
senall, low-lying cape, fronting the Caribbean Sea, 33
kilomeiers norihwest of the capital cily Caracas
(Verneruels). lust south of the cape, and extending
parallel with the shore in &n eas-west direclion, are &
series of hill composed of Tertiary and Quaternany
sedimients o which the name Cabo Blanco was first
applied by Humbaoldt in 1801 Weithord's work was &
detailed description of the Cabo Blanco Group in the
area, composed of: Las Pailas, Plays Grande, Mare and
Abiginia fonmations.
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Geodogical map ol the Cabo Blanco s [Maigueta). Sowroe:
WESBORD (1357

Im 1956, the first Wensruelan Stratigraphic Lesicon
|Léxice Estratigrifico de Veneruela) was published and
WEISBORD (1956) formally described the Gudrico
Formation [Paleocens), even though the formation was
first named and described by E. Mencher in 1950. In a
personal letter to his rend Weisbord, dated April 4th,
1954, Mencher discussed this forrmation in greater
detail, and most of the rermarks from his letier, where
included by Weishord in the Vensruelan lEaoon.

In 1962 Weishord published a very important
mionsgraphy: “Late Cenotoic Gastropods from narthern
Veneruela® [Bulleting of American Paleontology, 42).
672 pages, describing 2ET species of gastropods,
ranging in age from Late Miocene 1o recent. From the
total, 163 species or subspecies were néw at that tims,
63 were collected in La Salina de Guaiguara |Carabobo
atate] and 224 from Cabo Blanco area [Distrito Federal].
The collection of his work was partly acquired in 1943,
where he performed a field trip 1o the Cabo Blanco
area, with his friend Ely Mencher, Tormer pralessor of
Geology at the Universidad Central de Veneruwela, ard
during his field tfips bebween 1955-1956. All his
oollection was deposited in the Paleontological
Research Institution at [thaca, Mew York.
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Im 1964, continuing with his series of monographs
dealing with late Cenoxoic and Recent inverlabrates
oollected from Venemela, Weisbord published “Late
Cenoboic  Pelecypods  from  northern  Veneruels®
(Bulleting of American Paleontology, 45). 564 pages
dascribing 172 species of pelecypods. From the tatal,
121 were new for the science. Many of the fossils
described in this work by Weisbord, were collected
during a field trip 1o Cabo Blanco area on 19 February
1955, accompanied by Profedsor Jose Royo y Gorer
[faculty of the Universidad Central de Veneruela), who
pointed out to Weisbord the best fossililerous localities.

Another important menography was published in 1967:
“Some Late Cenazpic Bryoma from Cabo Blanco
Venepuela® [Bulleting of Armerican Paleontology, 53
247 pages describing 28 spedies of Bryoma, where 9 af
thern were new. Maost of the bryazoans were collesded
by Weisbord, in Mare and Abisinia lermations, during
his years in Veneruela. 2 specimens of bryozoan fossils
from Cabo Blanco, were dongled to Weisbord by Dr.
Roberi  Lagaail, who worked &t that time  for
Koninklijke/Shell Exploratie en Produktie Labaratorium.

Four mofe rbnographies (corali, scaphopods, cirripeds
and echingids), completed the amazing work published
by Morman Weishord, based upon Venenielan rateral
This monumental literature is the consequence al the
extraordinary amount and wvariety of inverebrate
maring Tossils, found mostly in the Cabo Blanoo Group.
The significance of this irmporant literalure s even
mare relevant and imvaluable, because of the fact that
mast af those oulcrops were destroyed at the end of
the B0s due o & major airport espansion of ithe
hAaiquetia International Airport.

Weishord described, cormpared, and illustrated in the
Bullefing of Armerican Paleoniolegy, a fotal of 539
specied of Miocense to Recent inverlebrates, collecied
during 1955 and 18956 in northern Venersela, at three
diferent coastal localities: La Saling de Guaiguaza
(Carababo state]; Caba Blanco (Distrito Federal); and
Higuerote (Miranda state). Among  the classes
represented in his publications we can  mention:
Gaitropoda (1962, 2BS species); Peletypoda |(1964a,
172 species); Scaphopoda (1964b, 15  species);
Polychaetia (1964b, 7 species); Cirripedia |1066a, O
species); Gymnolaemata (1967, 28 species); Anthozoa
and Hydroroa (196Ea, 14 species) and Echinoidea
(1969, 8 species).
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THE RETURMN TO USA

Upon his returm U0 the United States, Morman Weithord
became associaled with the Geology Degarment of
Florida State University, first as a reseanch associate
(1957), and finally as Professor of Geology in 1965
Diufirg this tirme, be focused his elforts on wiiting all khis
findings and discoveries in Venezuela; and in helping
guide the research of 8 numbser of graduate students
with much appreciated criticism  and  significant
amounts of enthusizsm. He also confributed 1o the
faculty, in upgrading the Geology Department’s
collections  of  fossil  madcroinveriebrates.  These
collections were greatly expanded upon by the additian
of gastropods, corals, mollugks, echinoids, scaphopods,
serpulid polychaetes and barmacles, immense armaunt
ol material that Weshord collected from Venezuela and
late Tertiary bocalities in Florida for many years. In his 10
publications on the fossil barnaclas, ke described over
15 species of thoracic cirfipeds from South America, the
Caribbean region, and USA. His splendid compilation of
the Recent Cirripedia of Florida, published in three
volumes, provided the most comprebensive entry o
the literature of the Western Atlantic region to date.

Professor Morman Weisbord was the recipient of an
irmpartant number of grants in support of his research
in invertebrate  paleontology. Always  eager o
contribute  with the geologic and palasontologic
knowledge, he served on the editodal committess of
several important journals that included the Bulleting of
Armerican Paleomtology and Tulane Sudies in Geology
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and Paleantology. Declining health Torced hirn 10 leave
his work at Florida State University in 1082, at age B1.

THE SCIENTIST AND THE KN

Morrman  Weisbord was active in many  scientific
sodeties including: the American Malatological Union,
the Amefican Asociation of Petroleurm Geolegists
(AAPG), the Paleomtological Sodety of the United
States, the American Geophysical Unien [AGU), the
American Society of Photogrammetry, and also &
rermber of the Socedad Venemolana de Gedlogos
(SWG]. He was a life fellow of the Geological Societies of
famefica, Switzerland, Londan and France; and a fellow
of the American Geographical Society. Weishord was a
founding member and for many years, a trustes af the
Paleontological Research Institution ol [thaca, Mew Yark
{1951-1963). He also served this arganization as its vice-
president [1955-1958) and as president (1859-1961).

A3 SPIVEY &f ol (1591) wrote in “Motes and News™
albbout Norman Weithord: “Weis bord was nat a tall man,
neither was he large. He spoke and moved with vivacity,
and his kindness and genuine concern for others
commanded the respect of studenis, stall and
eolleagues. On & typical day during his |3t ten Bctive
wears, he would arrive at 7:30 in the MOrming, wearing &
vested suit and necktie. He would work guistly in his
affice, make a rip to the library, meel with one or two
rermbers af the laculty, chedk the day's mail, and leave
for the day promptly al 11:30 to return home and 1o his
wile Mettie, who sulfered a chranic and fatal illness”.

Professar Morman Edward Weishard, “Wiry"™ a5 he was
known since his me at Cornell University, died in
Tallahasses, Florida on Auwgust 21, 1990, a0 a
eonsequence  of complications, arising  from  his
Altheimer's disease. His mortal remains rest in the
Oakland Cemetery, Tallahasoses, Florida.
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Sciences; incluyendo presentaciones en eventos tcnices como: AAPG, SPE, CSPG-SEPM y Congresos Geoldgicos en
Venezuela y Colombia, asi cormd articulos histdricos de exploracion petrolera &n la revista AAPG Explarer.

Profesor de Geologia del Petrdles en |a Universidad del Zulia {1991-1952) y Universidad Central de Venezuela [1956-
2004). Profesor de raleriss de posigrado tales como: Estratigrafia Secuendal, Modelod de Fadies y Andlogos de
aforarmiento para la caracterizacion de yacimientas [2003-2023), en la Universidad Central de Veneruela. Mentor en 11
tesis de maestria. Premio 2021 AAPG Visiting Geoscientist Award para la Region de Latinoamérica y del Caribe,

Actuslrmente e Director de Educacion en la American Association af Petroleurn Gealogists [AAPG) para la regida de
Latinoamérica y del Caribe (2021-2023), y Representante Regional para 12 International Association of Sedimentologist
(2020-2026).
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