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Abstract 

T 
he deposition of organic carbon-rich sediments of the Late 

Cretaceous La Luna and Navay formations resulted in the 

formation of a world-class petroleum system in western 

Venezuela. Over 33 billion barrels of oil have been produced 

from reservoirs charged by oil from this system, with remaining 

recoverable reserves of at least 22 billion barrels. Assuming 14% 

average recovery of original oil in place, as much as 370 billion 

barrels of oil may have been trapped in the ~ontnuedmpg. 76 

The author with a GPS unit at Rw Lobaterita, southwestem Vwuela .  
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B 
ob Erlich received his Ph.D. in paleoceanography from the 

Vrije Universiteit of Amsterdam, The Netherlands, where 

he worked with Wolfgang Schlager. Bob earned his M.S. in 

sedimentology and stratigraphy at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill, and his B.S. in geology at the University of 

Miami, Florida. He began his career as a field geologist in 

Guatemala in 1975 following the early influences of Cesare 

E d a n i ,  Jerry Stipp, and Fred Nagle. Bob has since worked in the 

field throughout Latin America, as well as in the People's Republic 

of China. He worked for 19 years in various exploration positions 

for Amoco Production Company, first in domestic exploration in 

New Orleans and later in the Worldwide Exploration Business 

Group in Houston. He joined Burlington Resources Lnternational 

in early 1999 as the Geological Advisor for Latin America, where 

he advises on exploration projects throughout the region. Bob has 

published on numerous topics during his career, including the 

seismic stratigraphy of carbonate platforms, the petroleum geolo- 

gy of Eastern Venezuela, the Miocene carbonates of Trinidad, and 

the Late Cretaceous source rocks of Costa Rica and Western 

Venezuela. His current research interests are in Late Cretaceous 

source rocks and carbonate stratigraphy. 13 
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