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In colonial times, Cartay (1988) notes that mining was scarce and that non-
metallic minerals were used more intensively, due to the necessity to build
houses and populated centers; Cartay (1988) also refers to the exploitation of
pearls and gold; however, Rodriguez (1997) states that in this period the most
important mining was gold, copper and coal.

In the colonial period, the exploitation of copper in the Yaracuy mines of Aroa
stood out. These exploitations were maintained by foreign companies in the 19th
century, this is how copper is mainly abundant in the Aroa District in the Yaracuy
State, discovered in 1605 and in the Cordillera de la Costa, in the Sierra de
Perija and the Andean System.

Following is a summary of copper locations mentioned in the geological and
mining bibliography
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ARAGUA STATE

State District Location Age Group Formation Member Official Map
Mina Santa Isabel Jurassic-Cretaceous Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
Mina de La Arenilla Jurassic-Cretaceous Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
Mina El Chino
Quebrada EI Chino Jurassic-Cretaceous |Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
Girardot La Providencia Jurassic-Cretaceous Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
La Providencia Paleozoic Tucutunemo Los Naranjos |Hoja 6745 / 6746 Cartografia Nacional
Pao de Zarate Jurassic-Cretaceous | Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
Aragua Pao de Zarate Paleozoic Tucutunemo Los Naranjos |Hoja 6745 / 6746 Cartografia Nacional
Mina Anitero Jurassic-Cretaceous Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
Loma de Hierro Jurassic-Cretaceous Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
Pao de Zarate Concesion La Providencia Cretaceous
Pao de Zarate Cerro El Picacho Cretaceous
Los Naranjos Jurassic-Cretaceous Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
El Cano Paracotos Jurassic-Cretaceous Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
Villa de Cura Volcanic Complex [Jurassic-Cretaceous Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional

BOLIVAR STATE
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State District Location Location Relative Age Complex| Group Formation Deposit Type Host Rock Type: Official Map

Las Flores Veins

Sifontes La Rosa Proterozoic |Vein, placer Metavolcanic and metasedimentary rocks
Brisas Km 88, near to Las Claritas Town Supamo _|Cachirapo Alluvial Volcanic, greenstone belt
|Vuelvan Caras Tumeremo Region Precambrian Lode Metavolcanic and metasedimentary rocks
Purgatorio Tumeremo Region Proterozoic Vein Metawlcanic and metased\memaz rocks
E| Paujf Proterozoic Lode Schist
El Callao District Near to El Callo Town Early Proterozoic |Vein, shear, placer _|Greenstone belt rocks, meta-andesite
Botanamo Precambrian Carichapo Hoja 7638 / 7637 / 7739 Cartografia Nacional
Cerro San Cristobal District Cerro San Cristobal Precambrian/Cenozoic Laterite, residual Quartzite, phyllite, schist, siltstone

Bollvar Cerro Azul Valley placers Cenozoic Placer, alluvial Alluvial sediments

Cerro La Esperanza
Rio Cuyuni Precambrian Roraima
Rio Suruape Precambrian Roraima
Rio Karaurin Precambrian Roraima
Cantera Cordoba Las Cristinas

Sifontes Los Mesones- Sofia Las Cristinas Area Proterozoic Greenstone belt

Sifontes Conductora- Cuatro Muertos Las Cristinas Area Proterozoic belt
El Dorado Kilémetro 88 Area Precambrian Supamo _|Cachirapo Hoja 7638 / 7637 / 7737 (7739 Cartografia Nacional
Sabana Nueva-Cuchiverito Caicara

Precambrian Carum (informal) Hoja 7531 Cartografia Nacional
Supamo Precambrian Supamo Hoja 7737 Cartografia Nacional
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GUARICO STATE
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State | District Location Location Relative Age Group Formation Official Map
Chacao Jurassic-Cretaceous  |Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
North of Guarico Jurassic-Cretaceous  |Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
Guarico |Roscio |Concesion Minera Santa Isabel [Near to San Juan de Los Morros City [Mesozoic Vil de Cura [Santa Isabel Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
El Chino
Villa de Cura Volcanic Complex Jurassic-Cretaceous  [Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional

LARA STATE
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State District Location Coordinates Age Formation Host Rock Type
Santa Isabel 9°57'N/69° 28 W
Belén Sur 9°52'N/69° 45'W Volcanic, sedimentary
Lara  |lribarren Providencia 9°58' N/ 69° 23' W
Crespo Campo Solo 10°17'N/69° 8 W
Cretaceous La Luna
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Guaicaipuro Los Teques
Rio Cuira Guatopo Zone
Rio Macaira Guatopo Zone Cretaceous Apa Hoja 6946 Cartografia Nacional
Rio Taguaza Guatopo Zone
Guaicaipuro Quebrada Los Paracotos Jurassic-Cretaceous Las Mercedes
Miranda Las Minas Jurassic-Cretaceous Las Mercedes
Guaicaipuro Central part Cordillera de La Costa |South-east Los Teques City/ North of Paracotos |Jurassic-Cretaceous Las Mercedes
Jurassic-Cretaceous Caracas Hoja 6847 Cartografia Nacional
Quebrada Santa Maria Carrizal Area Cretaceous Paracotos Hoja 6846 Cartografia Nacional
Quebrada Palo Negro Carrizal Area Cretaceous Paracotos Hoja 6846 Cartografia Nacional
Loma de Hierro Jurassic -Cretaceous Villa de Cura Hoja 6746 Cartografia Nacional
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MERIDA STATE

. %
wue  ESTADO MERIDA

State District Community Location Location Relative Age | Group Formation Deposit Type Host Rock Type Official Map
Precambrian
(Cretaceous La Luna
Guslge
| Mérida
Santo Domingo
La Venta sequence
Piedras Blancas Metamorphic sequence
Metamorphic sequence
|Rangel Melamaih\c se:uence
Guaraque INear to Pregonero Town Paleozoic / Mesozoic Hoja 5939 / 5740 | 5745 Cartografia Nacional
[Miranda |South part of Rio Chama. Precambrian Hoja 5941 Cartografia Nacional
Carretera Trampa Paleozoic Hoja 5939 Cartografia Nacional
Carretera Panamericana West of Merida City Paleozoic Hoja 5939 Cartografia Nacional
Bailadores Bailadores Area Lower Paleozoic Phylite, metavolcaniclastic rocks _[Hoja 5939 Cartografia Nacional
Bailadores Area Precambrian Sierra Nevada Hoja 5941 Cartografia Nacional
Bailadores Area Paleozoic Mucuchachi Hoja 5939 Cartografia Nacional
Rives Davila Las Tapias |South of Bailadores Town
Rives Davila De Lima |l INear to Bailadores Town, Guareque Sector _|Paleozoic [Mucuchachi Hoja 5939 Cartografia Nacional
De Lima Il Rio Negro north-yest of Guareque Town Paleozoic IMucuchachi Hoja 5939 Cartografia Nacional
Miranda Timotes Precambrian / Palgozoic ’w{ Hoja 5941 Cartografia Nacional |

[Miranda [Timotes
Werida |, onia Timotes

Duri Near Timotes Town Precambrian / Paleozoic
El Hatico Near Timotes Town Precambrian / Paleozoic
uebrada Los Verdes Near Timotes Town Precambrian

Metamorphic sequence Hoja 5941 Cartografia Nacional
Metamagh\c seguence
Hoja 5941 Cartografia Nacional

Hoja 5941 Cartografia Nacional
Hoja 5941 Cartografia Nacional

Quebrada Corcovada. (Granito de Chachopo Precambrian Sierra Nevada Hoja 5941 Cartografia Nacional
Justo Bricefio [Torondoy INear to Torondoy town Precambrian/Cretaceous
Miranda [Torondoy Metamorphic sequence
Rio Mucuchachi Paleozoic [Mucuchachi Hoja 5939 Cartografia Nacional
Quebrada La Tusta
Quebrada EI Muerto
Rio Chimure
Quebrada La Raya. Paleozoic [Mucuchachi Hydrothemal
Rives Davla uebrada San Carlos Near to Bailadores Town
Rives Davila uebrada Las Cascadas INear to Bailadores Town
Rives Davila Quebrada Nirgua INear to Bailadores Town
Rivas Davla Quebrada Los Wuaicas Near to Baladores Town
Rivas Davila Rio Uribante
Rivas Davila Quebrada Say Say Paleozoic [Mucuchachi Hoja 5939 Cartografia Nacional
Rives Davila Samburriona de Guaraque Paleozoic [Mucuchachi Hoja 5939 Cartografia Nacional
Rivas Davila Quebrada Los Mora Paleozoic [Mucuchachi Hoja 5939 Cartografia Nacional
Sucre San Pedro Lagunilas Region
’@e La Trampa Metamorphic sequence
Guaraque Guaraque Precambrian | Paleozoic _|lglesias _ [{Mucuchachi Hoja 5939 Cartografia Nacional
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YARACUY STATE

Amazonas
State District Ce Location Location Relative Age Formation Facies Host Rock Type Official Map
Minas de Cocorote Mesozoic Aroa Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Cobre Caracas
La Vizcaina
Quebrada Las Minas Mesozoic Aroa Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Quebrada Cumeragua Mesozoic Aroa Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Quebrada Carampampa Mesozoic Aroa Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Rio Tupe Mesozoic Aroa Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Rio Nirgua Mesozoic Aroa Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Rio Tirgua Mesozoic Aroa Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Rio Tucuragua Mesozoic Aroa Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Serrania Nirgua-Tucuragua Mesozoic Aroa Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Municipio Auténomo Bolivar | Distrito Minero de Aroa Near to Aroa Town _ |Mesozoic Aroa Schist, slaty shale, |i Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Municipio Autonomo Bolivar |Minas de Aroa Near to Aroa Town __|Mesozoic Aroa
Municipio Auténomo Bolivar |Aroa Principal Near to Aroa Town _ |Mesozoic Aroa Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Aroa Norte
Yaracuy Municipio Auténomo Bolivar | Titiara Mesozoic Aroa Hoja 6447 Cartografia Nacional
Titiara Norte
Verde-1
Verde-2
San Antonio
Mayorica Metamorphic sequence
Lionza
Buria
Peonia
Crespo Campo Elias
Auténomo San Felipe Macagua
Urachiche Urachiche Mesozoic Nirgua Hoja 6446 Cartografia Nacional
Carmen de Cocuaima Mesozoic Nirgua Hoja 6446 Cartografia Nacional
Cocuaima Platform cover rocks
Urachiche El Junco Mesozoic Nirgua Hoja 6446 Cartografia Nacional
Municipio Auténomo Bruzual  |Campo Solo
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FEDERAL DISTRICT

MAR CARIBE

State Age Group

Official Map

Distrito Federal |Jurassic-Cretaceous Caracas Hoja 6847 Cartografia Nacional
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SUCRE STATE

State District Location Coordinates Age Host Rock Type

Carupano Area
Bermudez Rio de Piedras 10° 33' N/ 63° 07' 45" W Phyllites, schists
Bermudez Canchunchu 10° 33' N/ 63° 07' 45" W Phyllites, schists

Sucre Bermudez El Encanto 10° 33'N/ 63° 07' 43" W Cretaceous Phyllites, schists

Bermudez Gran Pobre 10° 33' N/ 63° 07' 40" W Phyllites, schists

Cerro El Gallo

Quebrada La Tonilla
Rivero Morro La Esmeralda 10°5'00"N 67'12'00" W Cretaceous
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State District Location Location Relative Coordinates Age | Formation Deposit Type Host Rock Type Official Map
Precambrian Siera Nevada Hoja 5941 Cartografia Nacional
(Cretaceous La Luna
(Garcia de Hevia _|Seboruco Triassic-Jurassic La Quinta Hoja 5740 Cartografia Nacional
(Garcia de Hevia | Seboruco Sector (Cretaceous Rio Negro Hoja 5745 Cartografia Nacional
Seboruco and Cerro Mono 8 TN/T2 05 W urassic - Cretaceous Sandstones, basal clastics
EI Cobre Region Near to the EI Cobre Town Tiassic-Jurassic La Quinta Hoja 5740 Cartograia Nacional
North-east part of the Tachira State
Tachira Quebrada La Lejia Paleozoic / Mesozoic [ Mucuchachi/ La Quinta / Rio Negro / Capacho _ [Hydrothermal
Quebrada Michituy Paleozoic Mucuchachi Hydrothermal
uaregui Quebrada Recostonera[Near to the I Cobre Town urassic La Quinta Hoja 5740 Cartografia Nacional
(Cabeceras Rio Urbante Paleozoic Mucuchachi Hydrothermal
uaregui Rio Azul INear to the EI Cobre Town Paleozoic / Jurassic  [Mucuchachi / La Quinta Hydrothermal Hoja 5740 Cartografia Nacional
Juaregui (Guardijto Area INear to the EI Cobre Town Jurassic La Quinta Hoja 5740 Cartografia Nacional
Uribante Pregonero 8°1'30" N/ 71° 45 46" W [Paleozoic / Jurassic _|Mucuchachi/La Quinta / Rio Negro / Capacho Hojas 5939 5740 | 5745 Cartografia Nacional
Uribante Los Canos 7° 37 15°N/72° 7' 18"W |Jurassic: |Andecite, dacite, rhyolite, sedimentary rocks
Cerro Mono Triassic-Jurassic La Quinta Hoja 5740 Cartografia Nacional
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Precambrian Sierra Nevada Hoja 5341 Cartografia Nacional
Cretaceous LaLuna
Plazuela LaPlazuelaarea [ 2 N/70°2T'W Metamorphic sequence

Thjilo oy igue La Plazuela area

Quebrada EI Chivato ~ [La Plazuela area

Quebrada La Quinta  [La Plazuela area

Rio Mocoy Triassic-Jurasic La Quinta Hoja 5740 Cartografia Nacional
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ZULIA STATE
GOLFO
DE VENEZUELA
Falcon
jillo Cojedes
Amazonas
ESTADO ZULIA
State Location Location Relative Coordinates Age Formation Host Rock Type Official Map
Cretaceous La Luna
Cafio Tigre Sierra de Perija/Near to Villa del Rosario Town ~ |10°23'N/72° 2T'W Jurassic - Cretaceous |La Quinta Sandstones and basal clastics  |Hoja 5740 Cartografia Nacional
Cafio Jaimito 10°44NT 72 3T W
Zilka Quebrada La Ge |Sierra de Perija/Near to Villa del Rosario Town Jurassic La Quinta Hoja 5740 Cartografia Nacional
Sierra de Perija Jurassic La Quinta Hoja 5740 Cartografia Nacional
Cano Canaveral _[Sierra de Perija 10°39'N/72° 3T W
Early Cretaceous Rio Negro Hoja 5745 Cartografia Nacional
Rio Guasare Sierra de Perija
Cinacuro
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Afloramiente de la Formacidn Mucuchachi
en la entrada a Pueblo Nuevo, estado Mérida

Mucuchachi Formation outcrop near to Pueblo Nuevo town, Merida State. Photo
of Xiomara Marquez, 2001

© J. DI CROCE, 1981

Contact between Mucuchachi Formation and La Quinta Formation, Truijillo State.
Photo of Juan Di Croce, 1981
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Geological sketch map of the upper Rio Toro areas (from Ostos. 1990).
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Maranjos Mb., 3: Tinaco Complex. Loma de Hierro Unit: 4: Paracotos Fm., 5:
Serpentinites and gabbros. 6: Villa de Cura Unit.
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